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Read Genesis 8:20-9:19 
 
God’s actions toward His creation are always marked by condescension.  God has no equal 
outside of the blessed Trinity.  All before Him are lesser and created beings.  They will never 
be anything other than this.  From Genesis 8:20 through 9:17 God blesses Noah and his family 
and gives them His favor.  The favor is a blessing and the blessing is concrete and tangible. 
 
God rains devastation and destruction on all those who reject His gracious invitations.  He 
condescends and stoops to keep promises that are unilaterally provided.  The dark night has 
spent its fury; now comes the breaking of new day.  The blood atonement is made and God 
“smells” its fragrance and His wrath is placated and memory stirred (8:21).  Appeasement is 
not made by the creature.  God must and has made the way whereby His own hand will 
provide the sole means through which He Himself will be satisfied with those whose hearts 
beat only evil continually.  Although the world is cursed because of man’s sin, God vows 
never to destroy the earth through a flood again.  It was not the inanimate world standing 
guilty before God, but the heart of the free moral agent.  Wickedness in the world is not the 
result of environment or even circumstances, but comes from the resident evil residing in the 
deep recesses of the human condition.  It is a heart that is inextricably laced with evil.   God 
did curse the ground because of Adam’s sin (Gen. 3:17-19).  It is under this cursing that 
creation groans and from which it awaits deliverance (Rom. 8:18-23).  And it is the earth that 
suffered deeply at the hand of God in the destroying waters and now bears deep wounds and 
notable scars.  But God will never again destroy the earth through water (9:11).  Just as God 
resolved to destroy the corrupt race through water (6:11-13), so also God now resolves never to 
destroy humankind again through water (8:21, 22).   
 
God gives promises and pictures and shadows whereby His people will know who He is and 
what He does.  There will be seasons and rainbows pointing back to the God who keeps 
promises (8:22; 9:13, 14).  Summer sun, autumn color, winter sleep and spring hope will speak 
to all who hear and enable all who see the glory of God and the work of His hands (Ps. 19:1). 
 
We see Eden-like conditions revisited in the re-creation.  God instructs Noah and his family:  
“Be fruitful and fill the earth” [vv. 1, 7], animals will fear you for they will provide for you 
sustenance [vv. 2-5], and those who take human life shall forfeit their life [vv. 5, 6].   
 
Several ideas are distinguishable.  First, God has never retracted His command to “fill the 
earth”.  Second, prior to the fall humanity was vegetarian, and after the fall they become 
omnivorous.  The eating of meat is not wrong.  Third, there is a divine distinction between the 
animal kingdom and that of mankind.  Their values are different.  We are invited to take the 
life of the animal world for the purpose of sustaining human life.  We are not invited to take 
the life of humans.  This does not, however, negate the role of capital punishment when 
carried out by divinely established authorities (Rom. 13:1ff).  The taking of human life has a 
reciprocal action of one’s life being forfeited. 
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The communication of 8:21 through 9:7 forms the content of the covenant God makes with 
Noah, his family and every living creature (9:8-10).  There is great stress placed on the sign of 
the covenant whereby God remembers.  The language of the sign is not for His people to 
remember, but for God to remember.  The covenant is one-sided.  Humanity will fail most 
assuredly, and his failure is immediate (9:18-29).  Yet despite his failure to keep covenant, God 
will see the sign and no longer destroy all flesh because of the promise HE MADE. 
 
As we continue to follow the seed’s journey, let us never forget the God who creates for His 
glory and how each element within The Story is intentionally woven into this magnificent 
tapestry. 
 
 
 
  

 


